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	Research done at the University of California showed that the students who used pens in classes performed better than those who used laptops. This research further raised the question that has been there in the past years if the technology is good or bad in education. It is however understood worldly that technology plays a very important role in investing in the education system today. This argument, therefore, creates enough doubt on if the technology is really important or not. To have a clear understanding on the same, literature will discuss the pros and cons of technology in learning to determine if it is a wise idea or not.
	In the article there are a handful of experiments that are in favor and some against. “Technology in education is divided into four categories which are computer associated learning, online learning, access to technology and technological inventions in education based on behaviors” (Horn, 2017). When the findings are analyzed and “blended” together, different people could have different perceptions. In the article given, the writer addresses how education system evolved from the use of blackboards in college to lecturing notes and then to the use of laptops. Discussing these aspects of technology in education will help to understand the argument more vividly. 
Computer Associated Learning
	Computer associated learning refers to the learning technique where a computer is used to give instructions to the learner as well as monitor all the learning activities of the learner. It can also be described as the use of computers to enhance the quality of instructions to the learners. It mostly uses combinations of audio and video in enhancing the learning process in all areas of the curriculum as programmed (Reddy et al., 2003). Surprisingly, the computer associated learning evolved the same way as the technology-from just a computer with internet to and hardware operated by learning systems.
	One of the main advantages of computer associated learning is that it is generation friendly and anyone would agree that students would find it boring and dissatisfying for them to read books every day as compared to using computers instead. “Presently, it is almost impossible for kids and young people not to use technology daily” (Horn, 2017). However, computer-assisted learning provides a way of using this technology as an added advantage for better learning.
 	Computer-aided learning gives the learner’s space and opportunity for them to experiment with different options, instant feedbacks as well as answering questions freely and confidently especially for the shy children (Nicolas, 2018). In addition, students are able to attempt problems as many times as possible until they get it right. The tutor has an easier work of occasionally explaining more complex concepts, get the feedback from the learners and then design the next learning strategies accordingly.
	This process, however, is not just simple and fluent procedure without drawbacks. Overuse of technological devices in daily learning is most likely to divert the attention of the learners from the intended content since computer-assisted learning does not incorporate strict supervision thus making the learning to become too mechanical (Nicolas, 2018). This means that a balance should be created on the use of computers in learning with tutors incorporate other methods so that students do not become over-dependent to machines. This argument shows that when the students involved are ready and focused such that they are able to avoid distractions, computer-assisted learning may be a very useful aspect of education.
Online Learning
Online learning has facilitated efficient, easily accessible learning platform for students at any place and time. Learning has been greatly expanded from a small group of people in a class to learning with others even beyond the national boundaries. It is such vast that it can allow international lectures to hold classes with students from any part of the world. It is also a flexible method of learning. Unlike the formal education which requires the learner to be present during the learning session, online learning can be done anywhere and anytime when one is freed since the lessons are saved in the websites
 Online learning has enabled people from different backgrounds and with different status to be equalized and receive equal chances and learning opportunities. “It cheaper and rich in resources thus creating a wide platform for a variety of learners to use it” (Horn, 2017). In addition, online learning is a self-driven process thus helps learners develop a sense of direction and develop self-control. The student has to give himself or herself restrictions that are to attend lectures and concentrate, rather foregoing all other activities that they could be doing.
On the other hand, online learning can be of lower quality as compared to direct interaction with tutors. Research shows that most learners who use the internet for their learning are faced with problems such as lack of concentration or procrastination of unattended classes (Toit & Verhoef, 2018). Furthermore, students do not interact with tutors thus clarification of some problems are limited to understand the information. This is unlike the formal education where the learner interacts with the other learners face to face creating that important connection. Therefore, online classes could be suitable for some while not for others. It is all based on the student’s focus.
Access to Technology and Technological Inventions
	One would ask themselves if the technology is most beneficial to the old or young population. Such a question would be well answered by determining the age bracket of people that use technology a lot. And of course, as expected and confirmed by the research is the, young people. “Access to technology makes some of them develop an interest in it and thus becomes the basis of their careers. This is where the technological inventions in classrooms begun the long journey” (Horn, 2017). Actually, all of them begins in the educational centers including software discovery by bill gates.
	Moreover, a student is motivated when the current trends are incorporated into their education systems. Furthermore, learners are in need to be enlightened-that is their main aim. Technology has the ability to address their special and individual needs make students more comfortable offering them a chance to explore and discover. Again, it enables them to grow by reflecting and comparing their experiences with those of others since education is a wide field that does not only consist of the activities that take place in the classrooms (Xu & Liu, 2017). Personal growth and development are also essential and access to technology address it.
	There are also a number of disadvantages in including technology in education. First, classroom education is centralized making it only exam driven (Cian & Amann, 2017). It is joyless with learners struggling to pass exams and then forgets the lessons soon after doing the exams. Consequently, centralization of education by technology deprives tutors the responsibility and freedom to organize the learning of the students which sometimes is standardized by the technology. Thus, centralization of education by technology does not incorporating the individual needs of every student.
	In a nutshell, having discussed the pros and cons of technology in learning to determine if it is a wise idea or not, the use of technology in today’s education system have brought many changes,  advantages and disadvantages. As Horn states “however, it is not advisable to overlook the fact that the world is evolving and changing. Technology in the education system is in line with these changes and with a lot of promises.” Furthermore, technology already portrays more advantages than disadvantages. Therefore, it is clear that the use of technology is a good idea which needs to be adopted in all learning institutions all over the world.
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